INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL DOCUMENTS
pursued by Lord Mayo and Lord Ripon,1 the racial animosity
excited by the heated controversy over the Ilbert Bill intensified
the political aspirations of the educated Indians. The Indian
National Congress was founded in 1885. Emphasizing the loyalty
of India to the British Crown,- the Congress demanded the
introduction of an elective element in the Legislatures and pointed
out the ineffectiveness of Parliamentary control over Indian affairs.0
Lord Dufferin openly ridiculed the demands of the 'microscopic
minority' of educated Indians who had the* presumption to
represent their country, but his official communications to England
favoured further liberalization of policy. He was, however, careful
to emphasize the impossibility of introducing constitutional
government in India.4 He prepared the ground for the measure
which ultimately became the Act of 1892.
That Act5 provided for the expansion of the Imperial as well
as Provincial Councils by increasing the numbers of the additional
members. The rules framed under the Act provided for the
election of some of the additional members by local bodies like
the Municipalities and the District Boards, Thus the principle
of election was indirectly introduced. The Act also extended the
functions of the Councils. They were authorised to discuss a
financial statement which was henceforward to be made on behalf
of the Government, but no authority was given to pass a resolution
or divide the House in respect of any financial discussion.
Members of the Councils, were also given the right to put ques-
tions to the Government within prescribed limits.
The Act of 1892 failed to satisfy the nationalists. It was very
ably criticised at successive sessions of the Congress.6 But
the Legislatures functioning under this Act were joined by
eminent Indian leaders like Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Asutosh
Mookerjee, Rash Behari Ghose and Surendra Nath Banerjee,
Their eloquence and political wisdom amply demonstrated the
Parliamentary capacity of the educated Indians.7
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